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According to a recent investigation by a commission of the national congress, about 70 million
Brazilians suffer from malnutrition. Of a total population of 153 million, over 100 million live in
poverty. The 100 million include about 30 million characterized as living in extreme or absolute
poverty. The report indicated that the incidence of dwarfism, caused by malnutrition, is on the
increase. Dwarfism defined as under 1.61 meters for men, and 1.53 meters for women affects 25% of
the adult population. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 12/09/91)
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